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The 1 5th b iennia l  Furman Singers 
Alumni  Reunion was held June 7-1 0 in 
C harleston, S .C .  Almost 200 Singers 
past and present took part in  the event, 
which concluded with a performance 
at Citadel Square Baptist Church as part 
of Piccolo Spoleto. 
The Singers reunion always attracts 
an enthusiastic crowd. Th is year was no 
exception, as a lumni  from the 1 940s to The reunion choir in concert at Citadel Square Baptist Church. 
the current decade participated. The size 
and loyalty of the group are due in  large part to the 
charisma and dedication of the only two di rectors 
the Singers have had - Du Pre Rhame ( 1 946-70) 
and Bing Vick ( 1 970-today). 
Aside from the Spoleto performance, the reun ion 
featured an even more noteworthy component. 
At 4:51 p.m. on Friday, June 8, a new Furman 
Club was establ ished: The Fu rman S ingers Alumni  
Association. Those of us " i n  the business" ca l l  this 
an  affinity g roup. 
The Singers are the perfect example of what an 
affinity group can be.  Most schools, inc lud ing Furman, 
group their alumni by classes and celebrate reunions 
based on their graduating year. However, many a lumni  
feel closer to specific organizations they belonged 
to d uring their college years, more so even than 
their official class. 
The S ingers Alumni  Association is Furman's first 
a lumni  affin ity group. It includes among its goals 
a desire to encourage participation in  un iversity l ife, 
serve as ambassadors for the S ingers and the un iversity, 
provide guidance and support to the current Singers, 
and promote a sense of inclusion and camaraderie 
among a l l  members of the Furman S ingers family. 
Sarah Bell '77 was elected the group's first presi­
dent. Other leaders are Rett Kendal l  '90, vice president; 
Ann Guest '75, secretary; and Maurice Brown '53,  
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treasurer. Board members are Faye Burgess Abbas '77, 
Carey Can non '00, Jeanne Saunders Davis ' 56, Carolyn 
Whatley Dennis '47, Ligon Duncan '83 and Sarah 
Weaver Herring '66.  
One of the pr imary duties of the organization 
wil l  be to keep its almost 2,000 members up  to date 
on university and music department events and plans. 
To do so, the board plans to create a newsletter 
and a Singers Web site. 
S ingers a lumni  should watch for more information 
on what promises to be a very active a lumni  group. 
> VISIT PATAG O N IA - O R  CHARLESTON 
The Alumni Office has planned two exciting travel 
opportunities for early 2008. One is a tr ip to the 
Patagonia region in Ch ile, and the other is a tour 
of Charleston, S .C ., and its surroundings.  
Join trustee chair Carl  Kohrt '65 and Frank Powel l ,  
p rofessor of health and exercise science and di rector 
of sustainabi l ity, on a visit to beautiful Patagonia 
January 1 0- 18 .  You' l l  stay at a resort developed by 
J i m  Anthony, developer of the Cliffs Commun ities 
near Furman, and enjoy eco-tourism, well ness and 
service opportun ities. 
The cost of the trip is approximately $4,000 
per person, which includes air fare from Atlanta 
and all lodging, meals and activities. 
You have not experienced a sunset 
unti l  you have seen one over the Pacific 
Ocean i n  South America . Visit the Web 
at www.furman.edu/alumni  and cl ick 
on the Travel Programs l ink to learn more. 
If you'd rather vacation in  South 
Carolina than South America, join B i l l  
Lavery, professor emeritus of history, 
for a Lowcountry " History and Culture" 
tour. Planned for March (final dates 
to be determined), the five-day tou r  wil l  
include jaunts to historical s ites and other activities. 
Visit the a lumni  Web site for cost information and 
more deta i ls .  
> CYCLING J E RS EYS AVAILABLE 
Furman's cycling team enjoyed a banner inaugu ral  
year i n  2007, winning the Southeastern Colleg iate 
Cycl ing Conference title and f in ish ing 1 Oth in  the 
nation. Of course, it didn't hurt that the squad included 
Spencer Beamer ' 1 0, a member of the U .S .  National 
U nder 23  team. 
When an article about the cycling team appeared 
in  a recent Furman newsletter, we received many cal ls 
from excited members of what is evidently a very active 
Furman cycl ing community. These a lumni  wanted 
to know how they could purchase a team jersey. 
Well, your friendly Alumni  Office has come 
through once again.  In  conjunction with H i ncapie 
Sports of Greenvil le, we are happy to offer, for sale, 
a Furman cycling jersey. Cycl ing shorts with the 
diamond F logo are also ava i lable.  
To order or see photos of the avai lable gear, 
visit the a lumni  Web site. Proceeds from the sales 
will benefit the cycl ing team.  
- TOM TRIPLITT '76 
The author is director of the Alumni Association. 
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56 
N EX T  R E U N I O N  I N  20 1 1  
James Crenshaw. Robert L .  Flowers 
Professor of Old Testament at Duke Uni­
versity, recently spent eight weeks teaching 
at the Pontifical Bibl ical Institute i n  Rome. 
58 
N EXT R E U N I O N  I N  2008 
Harry Eskew participated i n  an Apri l  
mission tour of Russia with the Georgia 
Sons of Jubal, singing and teaching at 
the Institute for Sacred Music in Moscow. 
64 
N EX T  R E U N I O N  I N  2009 
Richard Bowers of Corpus C hristi, Texas, 
has retired as chief executive officer of 
TOR Minerals I nternational, a company 
he founded and has been involved with 
for 38 years. He has launched a new 
company, Texas American M ineral, which 
will search for minerals i n  Central and 
South America. 
67 
T H I S  Y E A R  I S  R E U N I O N !  
Harold Trader retired Apri l  2 a s  vice 
president and chief financial officer 
of Lexington (N.C. )  Memorial HospitaL 
He worked i n  healthcare finance for 
38 years, the last 23 at Lexington. 
73 
N EXT R E U N I O N  I N  2008 
Margaret H i g hsmith lockhart of 
Lawrencevi l le, Ga. ,  retired in June after 
teach ing science in publ ic  h igh schools 
for more than 30 years. 
74 
N EX T  R E U N I O N  I N  2009 
Robert Godlewski is director of external 
affairs for Atlanta Beltl ine, Inc, a p lanned 
22-mi le loop around downtown and mid­
town Atlanta that wi l l  increase greenspace, 
improve transit, connect neighborhoods 
and business centers, and foster livable 
communities. 
77 
T H I S  YEAR IS  R E U N I O N !  
Richard Hyman of Weston, Conn. ,  
has joined Bowne & Co., Inc, i n  New York 
City as managing d i rector of Bowne Virtual 
Data room .  
78 
N EX T  R E U N I O N  I N  2008 
80 
N EX T  R E U N I O N  I N  2010  
Richard Longo was nominated May 1 5  
for promotion from colonel to the rank of 
brigadier generaL Richard is C hief of Staff, 
U nited States Army, Pacific, and is based 
at Fort Shaffer, Hawaii. 
8 1  
N EXT R E U N I O N  I N  201 1 
Angela Walker Franklin has assumed 
duties as executive vice president of 
Meharry Medical College i n  Nashvil le, 
Tenn .  A member of the Furman board 
of trustees, Angela was previously 
associate vice president and vice dean 
for academic and student affairs at 
Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta. 
Mark and Adelyn Nichols El l iott live 82 
in Lewisburg, Pa. Mark has been with T H I S  YEAR IS  R E U N I O N !  
the planned gifts program a t  Bucknel l Steve Scott, a colonel in the Virginia 
U niversity since 1 984 and was recently Army National Guard, has been in Kosovo 
named the school's principal gifts officer for almost a year on a peacekeeping 
and senior development advisor. Adelyn, mission with responsibi l ity for civi l -mi l itary 
who for many years was teacher tra in ing operations. He interacts with local 
supervisor for Head Start of Northumber- government officials and members of the 
land County, teaches reading and language international community while working 
arts i n  the Danvil le Area Middle SchooL to determine a final political status for 
Vic Grout has been promoted to executive the province. He is expected to return 
vice president of Greer (S .C.) State Bank. to the States in November. 
On January 8, Will iam King became Richard Earle Steele, J r., has joined 
senior pastor of Beverly H i lls Baptist Church Convergent Acquisitions & Development, 
in Asheville, N . C .  He previously served Inc, in Charlotte, N .C . ,  as director of 
as pastor of Leawood Baptist Church acquisitions. 
i n  Greenville. David Weaver has joined P innacle Bank 
i n  Greenvil le as chief credit officer. 
79 
N EXT R E U N I O N  I N  2009 
Mark Weston graduated from the U .S .  
Army War College in J une 2006 with a 
master's degree in strateg ic studies. He 
has been deployed to Baghdad in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom, working for 
Multi-National Corps - I raq. 
83 
N EXT R E U N I O N  IN 2008 
Robert Hill of Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., 
has been elected to the board of directors 
of Baptist Health, the most comprehensive 
health care provider in the north Florida/ 
south Georgia region. He is president 
and chief operating officer of Acosta Sales 
and Marketing Company. 
MARRIAGE: James Carlisle Saxon and 
Mary E l len Haile Carter, Apr i l  14 .  They live 
in Columbia, S .C . ,  where Jamie is an 
attorney with the Department of Labor, 
Licensing and Regulation and Mary Ellen 
is d i rector of c l inical qual ity informatics 
for Pa lmetto Health . 
84 
N EX T  R E U N I O N  I N  2009 
Evans Newell is the music associate 
at Fi rst Baptist Church of Fort Mil l ,  S .C .  
Brad Schneider of  Greenvil le has  joined 
First Reliance Bank as senior vice president/ 
senior lender for the Upstate. 
86 
N E X T  R E U N I O N  I N  201 0 
B i l l  Boroff is the new director of athletics 
at Laurens (S.C .) H igh School, where he will 
oversee 30 teams in 11 sports. 
Edward Earl of San Diego, Calif . ,  
is a systems engineer for CACI, a U .S .  
government contractor. A pi lot, viol inist 
and member of the La Jol la Symphony 
Orchestra, he is also an avid c l imber, 
having scaled Mount McKin ley, Aconcagua 
and other major summits. 
Lowe's has promoted Scott Mason of 
Mooresville, N .C . .  to vice president for 
government affairs. Scott joined Lowe's 
in 2005 as director of publ ic affairs. 
Ruth Swindell is accounting supervisor 
with Hughes Lumber and Building Supply 
in Charleston, S .C .  
BIRTH:  Eleanor Beardsley and Ulysse 
Gosset, a son, Maxime Lewis Beardsley 
Gosset, April 30, 2006, Paris, France. 
Eleanor is a reporter for National Public 
Radio. 
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87 
T H I S  Y E A R  I S  R E U N I O N !  
Tam i  Foley Conetta, a partner in the 
Florida firm of Ruden McClosky in Sarasota, 
has been elected a Fel low of the American 
College of Trust and Estate Counse l .  
Teaching professional Debbie Moss 
has joined the staff at the North Star 
Golf C lub in Fairbanks, Alaska. 
88 
N E XT R E U N I O N  I N  2008 
Jonathan Fowler is the new head of the 
l iberal arts department at Pellissippi State 
Technical Community College in Knoxville, 
Tenn .  He has taught history at the school 
since 1 999. 
Don Hite of Don Hite Productions in 
Los Angeles is now the head of performing 
arts, music and theatre for Hi lton Head 
(S.C.) Preparatory School. He is guest 
music master and conductor for the 
Savannah (Ga.) College of Art and Design 
and produces and d i rects live theatrical 
events for tour. 
Susan M il ler Kelly of Bradenton, Fla. ,  
has been appointed to the district board 
of trustees of Manatee Community College. 
James looper has moved from the Atlanta 
office of Hal l ,  Booth, Smith & Slover to 
Nashville, Tenn. ,  where he is co-managing 
partner of the firm's local office. 
Teresa Genobles Wiegert, vice president 
and business systems ana lyst with MetLife 
in Greenvil le, has been elected to the 
board of di rectors of the Palmetto Chapter 
of the Project Management Institute. 
BIRTH: Greg and Kristen Powell, a son, 
Tanner Christian, Ju ly 26, 2006, Alpharetta, 
Ga. Greg recently joined Amerigroup 
Community Care in Atlanta as vice 
president of finance. 
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89 
N E XT R E U N I O N  I N  2009 
Robert Moody has been named music 
d i rector of the Portland (Maine) Symphony 
Orchestra. He will begin his three-year 
term with the 2008-09 season. He wi l l  
continue as music director of the Winston­
Salem (N.C. )  Symphony. 
BIRTH:  Tilo and Deborah landan 
Spranger, a son, Austin Tilo, Ju ly 1 3, 2006, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Debbie is a partner at Saul 
Ewing LLP and was named one of the city's 
2006 Lawyers on the Fast Track. 
90 
N E XT R E U N I O N  I N  201 0 
Gordon Blackwell of Raleigh, N .C . ,  
has been named chief technology officer 
for lnfoStrength Inc., which provides 
Web-based business applications and 
regulatory-compliant information tech­
nology strategies and appl ications for 
the life sciences industry. 
MARRIAG E :  Wil l iam Harrell Foster I l l  
a n d  Jacquel ine Anne Rogers, April 1 4, 
Charleston, S .C .  They live in Greenvi l le 
where B i l l  is an  equ ity partner at Nelson 
Mul l ins  Riley & Scarborough, LLC, and 
Jacque is owner and president of The 
Little Black Book for every busy woman. 
BIRTHS: J im and liz Aurilio Fenton, 
a daughter, Mia E l izabeth, February 20, 
Greensboro, N . C .  Liz is a senior sales 
support analyst for Clark Consulting. 
Justin and Joanna Western Griffin, 
a daughter, Justina Grace, September 27, 
2006, Columbia, S.C . Joanna is grants 
manager with the South Carolina Arts 
Commission. 
Clarke and Christie Knubel Holmes, 
a daughter, Ella Kate, January 3, 2006. 
Christie is a free-lance g raphic designer 
and Clarke is the director of sports medi­
cine at George Washington U niversity. 
They live in Rockville, Md. 
9 1  
N E XT R E U N I O N  I N  201 1 
" Fate's Imagination," the latest play 
by Randall David Cook, opened off­
Broadway in late May and continued 
through mid-June. Presented by Gotham 
Stage Company, the play is about an older 
woman's seduction of a political candi­
date's son and the consequences that 
ensue. Randall is the company's resident 
playwright. 
In December 2006, Jonathan Heard 
was promoted to chief financial officer 
of Exopack, LLC, a manufacturing company 
in Spartanburg, S .C .  He previously was 
the company's corporate controller. 
Lori Schock has become di rector of 
outreach with the Center for Audit Quality 
in Wash ington, D.C . She previously was 
acting di rector of the Office of Investor 
Education and Assistance with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 
B I RTHS: Mark and Tara Daniel '92 
Bakke r, a son, Zebulun Schaeffer, June 1 5, 
2006, Greenvil le. 
Jeffery Leenhouts and Christina 
Littlejohn, a daughter, J ubilee Abbigail, 
Ju ly 13, 2006, Miami, Fla. 
Jon and lisa Cottle Moran, a daughter, 
Madison Taylor, February 26, Greenvi l le .  
92 
T H I S  Y E A R  I S  R E U N I O N !  
laura Hammond Austill has been named 
assistant vice president and financial report­
ing manager at the corporate headquarters 
of First National Bank in Spartanburg, S .C .  
She  was previously a corporate senior 
accountant at Denny's. 
Daryl Hartley has been promoted 
to associate professor of physics at the 
U.S .  Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md. 
Rocky Nation, associate professor of 
biology at Southern Wesleyan Un iversity 
in Central, S .C. ,  received the Excellence 
in Teaching Award from South Carolina 
Independent Colleges and Universities. 
He was Southern Wesleyan's 2006-07 
Teacher of the Year. 
David Stamey has been appointed Latin 
American representative for Henredon, 
Ralph Lauren Furniture. He will also 
be responsible for Drexel Heritage sales 
in Mexico. 
MARRIAGES: Shannon lee D i l l  and 
Brian Luzadder, J une 1 6 .  Both are teachers 
in Greenvil le County elementary schools. 
Courtney Sullivan and Joseph Webrand, 
November 24. Courtney is marketing 
manager with M idwestern University. 
They live in Phoenix, Ariz. 
BIRTH: Kevin and Catherine Rakestraw 
Smith, a daughter, Sarah El isabeth, Sep­
tember 22, 2006. They live in Fairfax, Va . 
93 
N EXT R E U N I O N  I N  2008 
Bryan Fox recently earned his doctorate 
in health and physical education from 
the U niversity of South Carolina. 
Ned McMil lan of Greensboro, N . C ., 
a fifth-grade teacher at Florence Elemen­
tary School, received the James B .  Hunt, Jr., 
Outstanding Teacher Award at the North 
Carolina PTA state convention i n  Apri l .  
Monty and Elizabeth H i l lmer Walton 
have started a not-for-profit organization, 
Cross Point Min istries, and built a con­
templative Christian retreat on Norris Lake 
in Washburn, Ten n .  Visit their Web site, 
www.crosspointretreat.org. 
MARRIAGES: lloyd "Bear" Sifford 
and Aimee Bli ley, J une 10, 2006. Lloyd 
is a real estate appraiser with Mike Surles 
and Associates. They live i n  Mount 
Pleasant, S .C .  
lisa Smith and Cy Burgess, December 30 .  
They live in Simpsonvil le, S .C .  
BIRTHS: Jay and Anna Maria Maxwell 
Cowart, a son, James Maxwell, March 9, 
Greenvil le. 
David and Christen Chamberlain Hunter, 
a daughter, Audrey Corrine, January 1 1 ,  
Nashville, Tenn .  Christen i s  a consultant 
with Public Consulting Group, Inc. 
2 007-08 ALU M N I  BOARD OF D I R ECTORS 
Harriet Arnold Wilburn '74, president; Randolph W. Blackwell '63,  president 
elect; Clare Folio Morris '83, vice president; James H. Simkins ,  J r. '78, past 
president; Rebecca Ann Armacost '89; Lynn Neely Bailey '78; Venita Tyus 
Bi l l ingslea ' 8 1 ; Frank W. Blackwell '90; John M. Block '63; J. Chris Brown '89; 
Mary Lou Walch Cagle '69; H. Furman Cantrell ' 6 1 ;  Bobby E .  Church '78;  
David S .  Cobb '90; Pau l D. Goebel '63; Vicki B ieksha Johnson '93;  
L .  Yates Johnson, J r. '59; Wil l iam A .  Lampley '41;  J .  Cordell Maddox ' 54; 
Joseph C .  Moon, J r. '76; El l ison L. Smith '89; Cynth ia Black Sparks '80; 
Heyward M .  Sul l ivan '59; Will iam N. Turrentine '64; Daniel R .  Varat '88; 
Connie Gartrell Will iams '74 
Ex-Officio and Other M e m bers: David Shi '73, president; M ichael 
Gatchell ' 9 1 , vice president for development; Tom Triplitt '76, di rector of 
Alumni  Association; Jane Dungan, associate d i rector of Alumni  Association; 
Tina Hayes Bal lew '78, associate di rector of Alumni Association; Cari Wil l iams 
Hicks '97, president, Young Alumni  Council ; Frances Flowers '09, president, 
Student Alumni Council; Christina Henderson '08, president, Assoc iation 
of Furman Students; Brad Cake '08, president, Senior C lass 
94 
N E XT R E U N I O N  I N  2009 
Kelly Jackson Davis of Columbia, S .C. ,  
received the 2007 W. Thomas Duke 
Distinguished Public Relations Practitioner 
of the Year Award from the South Carol ina 
chapter of the Publ ic Relations Society of 
America. The award is the group's h ighest 
honor. Kelly's firm, Davis Publ ic Relations 
and Marketing, received the Silver Wing 
Best in Show Award for the cigarette tax 
media campaign conducted for the South 
Carolina Tobacco Col laborative. 
MARRIAGE: George "Chip" Brown I l l  
and Paulette Couch, March 1 9. They live 
i n  Athens, Ga., where Chip is associated 
with the law firm of Blasingame, Burch, 
Garrard & Ashley, P.C . 
BIRTHS: Brent and Jenn ifer Frost 
Bounds, a son, Griffin, December 24, 
New York City. 
Taylor and Lisa Davis, a son, John Harris, 
Apri l 4, Greenville. Taylor is employed 
by N&H Enterprises, Inc. 
David and Jenn ifer Hunter '96 Duralia, 
a son, Hunter Robert, May 1 5, 2006, 
Hickory, N .C .  
Jay and  Shawn Guynn ' 9 6  Eckard, 
a son, Mitchell Jay, March 29. Jay is 
founder of the company USATestprep. 
They live in Cartersvi l le, Ga. 
Michael and Denise Ransom Grabowski, 
a daughter, Ju l ia Faye, November 1 8, 
Savannah, Ga. Denise is planning d i rector 
at Lott & Barber Architects and Michael is 
a physician assistant with Memorial Health 
Un iversity Medical Center's Urgent One. 
Keith and Laura Hanna Huggins, 
a daughter, Katherine Louisa, March 1 ,  
Columbia, S .C .  
Phalen and Sarah Watkins Satterfield, 
a daughter, Emma Cla i re, February 1 1 ,  
Gainesville, F la. Sarah i s  a n  associate 
professor of music at Central Florida 
Community College i n  Ocala. She plays 
flute with the Central Florida Symphony 
and is the symphony's personnel manager. 
Chad and Cindy Sim mons, a daughter, 
Caroline Tate, December 5, Hoover, Ala. 
Chris and Courtney Steinhaus, a 
daughter, Catherine Gilmore, March 23, 
Orlando, Fla. 
Steve Farnworth and Emily Vinson, a son, 
Matthew Edward Farnworth, November 6, 
Durham, N .C .  
Rob  and A n n  Loner Weatherly, a daugh­
ter, G race Ann, February 26, Marietta, Ga. 
Will iam and Corry Moorhead White, 
a son, Wil l iam Corey, Jr., May 5. They live 
in Belton, S .C .  
95  
N E XT R E U N I O N  I N  2010 
Jeffrey Hammer of  Greenvil le has joined 
SD I  Networks & SDI Funding as chief 
marketing officer. 
Phil  Hargrove has become di rector of 
admissions at Union Theological Seminary 
& Presbyterian School of Christian Educa­
tion in Richmond, Va. 
BIRTHS: Bryan and Kirsten Giddings 
'97 Beard, a daughter, Sarah Howard, 
August 3 1 ,  2006. They live in Smyrna, Ga. 
Stacy and Robyn Bennett Guy, a son, 
David Bennett. March 30, Alpharetta, Ga. 
Bryan and Beth Stasiukaitis Yoder, 
a daughter, G ibson Grace, February 1 0. 
Beth is a lecturer in the management 
department at Clemson U niversity. 
Bryan is a project manager with 
Trehel Corporation. 
96 
N E XT R E U N I O N  I N  201 1 
Mary-Mitchell Campbell, subject of 
the cover story in the Fall 2006 Furman 
magazine, received a Drama Desk Award 
for her orchestrations for the revival 
of the Broadway musical "Company." 
Lesley Sifford recently joined Whole 
Foods Market i n  Atlanta as marketing 
team leader. 
BIRTHS: Kevin and Kristin Tankersley 
Berry, a son, Brayden Michael, June 1 1 ,  
Mount Pleasant, S .C .  
Jeff and E m i l y  Reed Greene, a daughter, 
Margaret Ann, March 9, Boone, N .C .  
Mike and  Karen Cram Hoar, a daughter, 
E l l ie Ryan, December 20, C incinnati, Ohio.  
Mark '98 and Kelly Cass Kemp, a son, 
Levi Taylor, February 26, Greenville. 
M i ke and Melissa Gatewood '99 Ladd, 
a daughter, El iza Foster, March 24, 
Charleston, S .C .  
Barney and Anne Stanford '98 Lynch, 
a son, Sean Wi l l iams, January 1 9, Mount 
Pleasant, S .C .  
James and Merri Jordan Martin, a son, 
Brandon Michael, February 28, Rock H il l ,  
S .C .  
Chip and El len Rowell  Mays, a daughter, 
Mary Banton, January 30, Greenville. 
Jamie and Kendall McCurry, a daughter, 
Eleanor Kendall, Apri l  1 9, Savannah, Ga. 
97 
T H I S  Y E A R  I S  R E U N I O N !  
The C harleston (S.C.) law firm o f  Barnwell 
Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC. has named 
Michael Barfield special counsel. 
Christopher Watts is d i rector for the 
Newell Center for Arts Technology and 
assistant professor of music at St. Lawrence 
Un iversity in Canton, N .Y. H is wife, 
Kay Caldwell, is education outreach and 
marketing coordinator for the Community 
Performance Series at the Crane School 
of Music at the State U niversity of New 
York-Potsdam. 
MARRIAGE: Paige Turner and Michael 
Holbert, October 7. Paige is a dentist 
with Higganum Dental Associates in 
Farmington, Conn. Michael is an ortho­
dontic resident. 
BIRTHS: Aaron and Heather Peters 
Coll ins, a daughter, Margaret Lily, March 
1 8, Greenvil le. Aaron is an emergency 
medicine physician working for Carol ina 
Emergency Medicine, PA. 
Kevin and Susan Caudell '98 Harris, 
a son, Thomas Keith, Ju ly 6, 2006, Atlanta. 
Jon and Rachel Zola Hutchison, a son, 
I an Nathaniel, February 2 1 ,  Sterl ing ,  Va. 
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Jay a n d  Jenn ifer Holland Merritt, 
a daughter, Ju liAnna Hol land, May 3, 
Myrtle Beach, S .C .  Jennifer is an ophthal­
mologist and Jay is an  orthopedic surgeon. 
Kenneth and Greer Hug hston Reag in, 
a son, Harr ison Britt, January 3 1 ,  
Summerville, S .C .  
Christopher and Nina Kessinger Root, 
a son, Harrison Matthew, February 28, 
Lake Worth, Fla. 
Brian and Jennifer Pittman '98 Viscusi, 
a daughter, Elisabeth Grace, March 4, 
Richboro, Pa . 
Douglass and Beth Wallace, a son, 
Benjamin Barnwell, Ju ly 4, 2006. They 
live in Asheville, N .C . ,  where Doug is an 
emergency medicine physician at Mission 
Hospitals. 
Rhett and Molly Warmoth '98 Watson, 
a son, James Henley, October 1 1 ,  Easley, 
S .C .  
98 
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Brad Davis, strategic account manager 
for Greenvil le-based Jarden Plastic Solu­
tions, was named Salesperson of the Year 
for 2006. 
Aud rey Dodson, formerly assistant 
d i rector of the Richard W. Riley Institute 
at Furman, has moved to Charlottesvil le, 
Va., where she works i n  leadership 
development at the U niversity of Virginia. 
Ross Eldridge has joined American 
Capital, a private equity fund. He has 
relocated to New York City. 
M ichael Hix, who completed his doctorate 
in voice performance at Florida State 
Un iversity in December, has been named 
assistant professor of voice and coordinator 
of choral/vocal studies at Troy (Ala.) 
Un iversity. He recently soloed with the 
Boston Pops, the Tanglewood Music Center, 
the Orlando Phi lharmon ic and the Tupelo 
Symphony. 
Jamie Reaves, a student at South Texas 
College of Law, was a member of the 
team that took first place at the Judge 
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August A.  Rendigs National Products 
Liability Moot Court Competition this 
spring. Jamie and his wife, Ashley 
Downs '99 Reaves, l ive in Houston. 
Broc Rosser has become director, Office 
of the President, for the Heart of Florida 
Un ited Way i n  Orlando. He was previously 
with the Orange County Housing & 
Community Development Division. 
MARRIAGES: lee Stephen Drake 
and Mandy Norman, Apri l 14 .  They live 
in Jacksonville, Fla. 
Kevin Stewart (M.A.  '00) and Krista 
Abernathy, March 3 1 .  Kevin teaches 
and coaches at Oconee County H igh 
School in Watkinsville, Ga. ,  and is enrolled 
in a doctoral program in educational 
leadership. 
Susan Watson and Wi l l iam Wesley Peck, 
March 17. They live in Old H ickory, Tenn .  
BIRTHS: Stewart a n d  Amy Austin, 
a daughter, Libby Anne, March 8.  They 
live in Simpsonvil le, S.C . 
Joey (M.S .  '99) and Joanna Espinosa, 
a son, Sender Ph i l ip, December 23 ,  
S impsonville, S .C .  Joey is pastor of  children 
and fami l ies at G race Church i n  Greenville. 
Valerie Horsley and Matt Rodeheffer, 
a daughter, Avery Elizabeth, June 1 5, 2006, 
New York City. 
Chris and Casey Price Riddle, a son, 
Jayson Christopher, J r. , June 23, 2006, 
Florence, S .C .  
John and lindsey Jenkins Thompson, 
a son, Whitmore Jenkins, January 1 4, 
Atlanta. 
99 
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Travis and Stephanie Bundy '01 Ansley 
l ive in Evans, Ga., where Stephanie works 
as a cl inical counselor and is pursuing 
a master's degree in applied clinical 
psychology. Travis was recently appointed 
chief resident anesthesiologist at the 
Medical College of Georgia. 
Greg Tinsley, Jason Fennelly and 
Reid Thompson '98 have purchased 
the New York Hotel, Restaurant and Bar 
in Copperhill, Tenn .  
MARRIAGES: Rocco Vincent Adrian 
and Mel issa Joy Schmidt, March 3 1 .  
Melissa i s  a teacher and personal trainer 
at Greenville Technical College. Rocco 
teaches and coaches at Christ Church 
Episcopal School. 
Kristan Evelyn Burgin and Brian Clate 
G i l lespie, March 3. Kristan is marketing 
manager at The C l iffs Communities and 
Brian is a business analyst at Nuvox 
Communications in Greenvi l le .  
David Carmichael and Kim Costello, 
May 1 2 .  K im is associate director of annual 
giving at Furman. 
El isabeth Robinson and Bryan Hunter, 
December 30.  They live in Charleston, 
S .C . ,  where Bryan is a writer/editor and 
Elisabeth works with a marketing company. 
J u lia El len Wylie and Tully Roland 
Florey IV, April 7. They live in Houston, 
Texas. 
BIRTHS: J im and Courtney Armstrong 
Buxton, a son, James Taylor Hughey, Jr., 
December 29. They live in Charleston, S.C . 
Matt and Jul ie Phill ips '01  Coppedge, 
a son, Cade Andrew, January 30. They l ive 
in Atlanta. 
Ryan '00 and Amanda Hunt Gi les, a son, 
Arthur Henry, May 23, 2006.  Amanda 
is an occupational therapist and adjunct 
professor at the Medical U niversity of 
South Carol ina. Ryan is a social studies 
teacher and junior varsity basketball coach 
in Mount Pleasant. 
Everette and Jenny Seabrook Newland, 
a daughter, Rachel Lanette, May 9, 2006, 
Denton, Texas. 
John and Katherine Fitch Pennylegion, 
a daughter, Laine Michelle, Ju ly 26, 2006. 
John is pursuing a Master of Divinity 
degree at Covenant Theological Seminary 
in St. Louis, Mo. 
Hershal '01 and Michelle Rogers 
Pleasant, a son, Edward C harles, May 29. 
They live in Grovetown, Ga. Hershal has 
earned a master's degree in classical 
languages with a focus in Latin from the 
Un iversity of Georgia, and Michel le has 
finished an emergency medicine residency 
at the Medical College of Georgia. 
Parker and Meredith Smith, a daughter, 
Cameron Kathleen, May 9. They live i n  
Mount Pleasant, S .C .  
00 
NEXT R E U N I O N  I N  2010  
A m y  Grizzle has been named min ister 
to adults at South Main Baptist Church 
in Houston, Texas. 
Jay Kalbas lives in The Woodlands, Texas, 
and works with Exxonmobil Development 
Company. 
Summer Copeland Kotkin, who teaches 
AP Human Geography at Lyman High 
School in Longwood, F la . ,  was named the 
school's Teacher of the Year and was one 
of the top 10 teachers for her school district. 
Amy Oakes is an account executive with 
Yahoo! Search Marketing .  She lives in 
Chicago. 
Janice Schnell works as an inside key 
account representative for Lightning 
Source, Inc., i n  LaVergne, Tenn .  
MARRIAG E: Marylea Rebecca Hart 
and G regory Mark Kib i lko, April 28. 
They are geologists with Geohazards, Inc. ,  
i n  Gainesvil le, Fla. 
BIRTHS: Andre and Emily Boland 
Abrantes, a son, Andre Lucas, March 3. 
They live i n  Reston, Va . Andre works for 
the Boston Consulting Group. 
Tim and Michelle Vansant Chamberlain, 
a son, Samuel Paul, Ju ly 2 ,  2006, 
Marietta, Ga. 
Shane and Catherine Hunter Frederick, 
a son, Hunter Shane, February 2 2 .  
Catherine is a chief resident in OB/GYN 
at the U niversity of Louisvil le (Ky.) and 
Shane is an emergency medicine physician. 
Will iam and Dana Steffan Romash, 
a son, Justin Will iam, February 1 8 .  Dana 
is a preschool teacher in Chester, N . J . ,  and 
Bill is a fiber optics technician for Verizon .  
0 1  
NEXT R E U N I O N  I N  201 1 
Anne-Leigh Gaylord Moe has joined 
the Tampa (Fla.) law firm of Bush Ross, 
P.A., as an associate in the commercial 
litigation and dispute resolution group. 
She previously clerked for U.S. District 
Court Judge Virginia M. Hernandez 
Covington. 
Scott Saucedo received his degree from 
the Un iversity of Miami (Fla.) School of 
Medicine in May and began residency 
tra in ing in neurology in Oklahoma City 
in Ju ly. 
MARRIAGES: Whitney Brown and 
Luke Cawley, December 30.  They live 
in Cardiff, Wales. For the past two years, 
Whitney has taught at an international 
school in Bucharest, Romania. 
Heather Flanagan and Jared Ross, March 
1 0. Heather works for the state of Florida 
as an assistant attorney general in  the 
criminal appeals division. Jared is director 
for publ ic policy for the state's American 
Cancer Society. They live in Ta l lahassee. 
Travis Devin Pitman and Jennifer Ann 
Bowling, May 26. Jennifer teaches in 
Spartanburg (S.C.) School District 6, and 
Travis teaches and coaches in Greenvil le 
County Schools. 
Aubrey Sloan and Shea Lambert. March 
24. They live in Ta l lahassee, Fla., where 
Shea is d i rector of network services for 
United Solutions Co. 
B I RTH: Morgan and Megan Palmer 
Camp, a daughter, Allie Katherine, 
December 6, Gainesville, Fla. Megan 
is a pediatric social worker and Morgan 
is completing a radiology residency at 
the University of Florida's Shands Hospital. 
02 
T H I S  Y E A R  I S  R E U N I O N ! 
Having worked with the Bush admin istra­
tion and the Republican National Com­
mittee, Josh Cooper has moved from 
the Washington, D.C. ,  area to Memphis, 
Tenn. ,  and started Next Generation 
Strategies LLC, a publ ic affairs, political 
consulting and government relations firm. 
Alex Fernandez earned an M . D . degree 
from the Medical Un iversity of South 
Carol ina in May. 
Shelvis Smith- Mather received a Master 
of Theology degree from the Candler 
School of Theology at Emory Un iversity 
in  May, graduating as valedictorian 
of his class. 
Rebecca Rank Stone has earned 
a master's degree in education from 
Converse College. 
Matthew Teevan has been named 
d i rector of international sales for Da-Lite 
Screen Company, for which he had been 
marketing manager. He lives in Paris, 
France. 
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When Jean Orr Belcher '53 was named 2006 
South Carolina Mother of the Year, Furman magazine 
recognized the honor with a story about her in the 
Summer 2006 issue. Little did we know that the article 
would lead to a special reunion. 
Jean sent a note describing what happened: 
G i lda C heng Li, a 1 953 Furman graduate, was 
a classmate and very close friend of mine whi le we 
were both at Furman. Somehow, as often happens, 
we did not correspond after graduation, and we 
completely lost contact with one another. 
Several months ago I received an e-mai l  from 
her. She explained that after reading the article i n  
the  magazine concerning my being the  2006 Mother 
of the Year, she called Furman and was given my e-mai l  
address. She wrote a long note, giving me an update 
on her life and fami ly. 
She noticed from the article that we have a son 
in Little Rock, Ark. She does too, and said she planned 
to visit h im and his fam ily i n  early Apri l ,  close to Easter. 
She wanted to know if we were planning a trip soon. 
We had a lready discussed leaving the same day she was. 
We arrived, made a telephone call and arranged 
to have lunch.  What a wonderful experience! Her 
fami ly invited us to their home to have d inner later 
in the week . 
Jean (left) and Gilda had plenty to catch up on during their reunion in Little Rock. 
I don't know when I have enjoyed such a del ight­
ful  visit and reunion - after 54 years! She and I both 
plan to be at our 55th reun ion next year if our plans 
materialize. 
If it had not been for Furman magazine, th is 
would have never happened. 
Thank you for lead ing to such a happy experience 
for both of us. 
We're pleased the magazine helped these friends unite, 
especially since they live at opposite ends of the country 
- Gilda in Vancouver, Wash., and Jean in Rock Hill, S.C. 
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Tom Warren, a capta in i n  the U.S .  Army 
Judge Advocate General Corps, is an 
engineer trial attorney in Washington, D.C. ,  
in the Army Corps of Eng ineer's Ch ief 
Counsel's Honors Program.  
MARRIAGES: Ashley Angliss and Craig 
McKinney, June 1 0, 2006. Ashley is a staff 
psychologist at a mental health center. 
They live in Boone, N .C .  
Shealy Marie Boland and Robert 
Lawrence Reibold, April 14. They live 
in Columbia, S .C . ,  where Shealy is a staff 
attorney at the South Carolina Supreme 
Court and Robert is a partner i n  Walker 
& Reibold, LLC . 
E lizabeth Kelly and Jason Daniel S immons, 
October 28. They live in Savannah,  Ga. 
BIRTHS: Ryan and Megan Prewitt 
Koon, a daughter, Marie Isabel, March 30, 
Greenvi l le. 
Mark and Melissa Macpherson, a daugh­
ter, Morgan Lil l ie, January 29.  Mark is 
a real estate consultant with Keller Wil l iams 
Realty/KW Commercia l-Charleston in 
Mount Pleasant, S .C .  
03 
NEXT REUNION I N  2008 
Kari Andersen recently graduated from 
Ohio Dominican University with a master's 
degree in business administration. 
Betsy Hubbard of Parker, Colo., is a 
research assistant at the U niversity of 
Colorado Health Sciences Center. She 
works with J im Hill, one of the most recog­
nized obesity researchers in the nation. 
Lauren Johnson has moved from Orlando, 
F la. ,  to Memphis, Tenn. ,  to work as 
a general assignment reporter at WHBQ-TV. 
Matt and Jessica M i l ler Kelley l ive i n  
Clarksville, Tenn .  Matt, a min ister, has 
been appointed to Bethlehem Un ited 
Methodist Church, and Jessica is an editor 
with Abingdon Press. 
Hudson Neely has earned a Master of 
Divinity degree from Princeton Theological 
Seminary. 
Holly Towle is pursuing a Ph .D.  in 
curriculum and instruction with a 
special ization in elementary education 
at Barry U niversity in M iami ,  Fla. 
MARRIAGES: Andrew Maddox and 
Elizabeth Piontek, May 19. E l izabeth 
recently earned her medical degree from 
the U niversity of Missouri-Columbia and 
is now doing a residency in urology at the 
Un iversity of Nebraska. 
David Gay Means and Kathryn 
Elizabeth Taylor, May 1 2 .  They work 
in Greenville, Kathryn as a professional 
sales consultant with Novartis Pharma­
ceuticals and David as a financial advisor 
for Wachovia Securities. 
Joseph Anthony Murrell and Morgan 
Jan Kelly, March 3 1 .  They live in Taylors, 
S .C .  Anthony is human resources super­
visor for Sloan Construction Company 
and Morgan is a special education teacher 
at Northwood Middle School. 
BIRTHS: Alan and Christina Sheriff 
Green, a daughter, Grace Christiana, April 
4, Ithaca, N .Y. Alan is pursuing a Ph .D.  
in applied economics at Cornel l University. 
Ben and Jenny Hazlewood, a son, Hudson 
Will iam, January 2, Chattanooga, Tenn .  
Jonathan a n d  lvey Jowers M i lton, a son, 
Carter James, January 24, Tucker, Ga. 
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The A l u m n i  Association Board of Di rectors 
will welcome seven new members when it convenes 
its fall meeting September 29. 
The Alumni  Board provides gu idance and support 
to the un iversity and promotes a lumni  involvement 
in Furman activities while representing the opinions, 
needs and i nterests of Furman's growing a lumni  
constituency. New members are nominated each year 
at the board's spring meeting and are asked to serve 
five-year terms. 
The new class of board members: 
> LYN N  N EELY BAILEY '78, Spartanburg ,  S .C .  
Lynn, who holds a law degree from the Un iversity 
of South Carol ina,  has served on the Parents Counci l .  
She is active i n  First Presbyterian Church and has 
volunteered with the I rish Ch i ldren Program and 
Bal let Spartanburg. 
> FRAN K W I LLIAMS B LACKWELL '90, 
Greenvil le. Frank, who joins his father Randy '63 on 
the board, is sales territory d i rector with ScanSource, 
Inc. He has served on the Pa ladin C lub board and on 
the planning com mittee for the Furman Football Players 
Association!Vince Perone Classic golf tournament. 
> MARY LO U WALCH CAG LE '69, C harlotte, 
N .C .  Mary Lou was formerly senior vice president with 
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Bailey Blackwell Cagle Goebel 
Bank of America . She has volunteered with Habitat for 
Humanity and as a tutor in C harlotte-Mecklenburg 
schools. She also served on the advisory board of 
" Reach Out and Read,"  a literacy in itiative. 
> PAU L  DAVID G O E B E L  '63, Hendersonville, N .C .  
Pau l  holds a master's degree from Northern Arizona 
Un iversity. He taught h istory for 39 years in public 
schools i n  Arizona and i n  Hendersonvil le, and for 
two years he was a scout for the Phoenix Suns 
of the National Basketball Association. 
> WILLIAM N. TURRENTINE,  JR. '64, 
Spartanburg, S.C. Bi l l  is president and co-owner of 
Smith Dray L ine & Storage. A former Furman basketball 
player and past member of the Pa ladin Club Board of 
D i rectors, he is a deacon at Morningside Baptist C hurch 
and a member of the Spartanburg Regional Hospital 
Cancer Board . 
Turrentine Varat Williams 
> DAN I E L  R. VARAT '88, G reenvi l le .  Danny is 
research d i rector for the Labor, Commerce and Industry 
com mittee of the South Carolina Senate. He holds 
a Ph.D. from the University of Mississippi, has taught 
at Furman and C lemson, and is an  author and columnist. 
He serves on the state Board of Education and the 
board of Greenville County First Steps. 
> CON N I E  GARTRELL WILLIAMS '74 , Snellvi l le, 
Ga .  Connie earned a master's degree from Mercer 
Un iversity and taught for 14 years in Gwinnett County. 
She has been a class agent at Furman and a trustee 
of Snellvi l le Un ited Methodist C hurch, and has served 
on a number of educational advisory boards. 
At the close of the 2006-07 academic year, the 
board b id the following members farewel l :  Edna Wells 
Boyd ' 54, Rosalie Manly Burnett '49, Allen Cothran ' 0 1 ,  
George Johnson ' 6 8  a n d  C harles Linder '59. 
04 
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David N ischwitz has earned a master's 
degree in flute performance from Arizona 
State University. 
Ben Snyder recently joined the EW. 
Schultz Co., a land-brokering firm based 
in  Naples, Fla. 
Jaime Webb earned a law degree from 
Tulane University in May and is an associate 
with the Law Offices of Charles W 
Edmondson in Montgomery, Ala. 
MARRIAGES: Mary Helen Gril ls (M.A.) 
and Shawn M ichael Fulmer, February 24. 
They l ive in Charleston, S.C.. where she 
teaches at Daniel Island School and he 
is a continuous improvement manager 
at the Eaton Corporation. 
Jason Wayne Staggs (M.A.) and Emily 
Kathleen Gamble, March 3 1 .  She is 
employed at Anderson (S.C.) Un iversity 
and he works in Spartanburg (S.C.) School 
District 5. 
Lauren Welch and Rob Langley '05,  
March 1 7. They l ive in  Dallas, Texas, where 
Lauren is a nurse in  the Chi ldren's Hospital 
emergency room and Rob is an associate 
for American Capital Strategies. 
OS 
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J u l ia Bales works for Costa Cru ise Line, 
a subsidiary of Carnival Cruise Lines and 
the first international l i ne to receive per­
mission from China to have a home port 
in Shanghai. She is sales manager for 
the company's Asia-Pacific operations 
and lives in  Wan C hai,  Hong Kong. 
Jessie Carter is a l ibrary technician at 
the Eustis (Fla.) Memorial Library. The city 
of Eustis named her Employee of the Year 
for 2006. 
Stephanie Kershner plans to begin 
classes at the Charleston (S .C .) School 
of Law this fa l l .  
M ichael Overby is working with the 
State Department's Bureau of Western 
Hemisphere Affa irs while pursuing his 
master's degree in  international affairs and 
U.S .  foreign policy at George Washington 
Un iversity. 
Rebecca S i ng leton, who was scheduled 
to graduate from the University of Alabama 
Graduate School of Education in Ju ly with 
a master's degree in Teaching English as 
a Second Language, has accepted a teach­
ing job at the Buenos Aires International 
C h ristian Academy. 
MARRIAGES:  Ashley Carroll and Jason 
Leyba, May 27. They live in Fremont, Calif. 
Ashley received her master's degree in 
history from North Carolina State Un iversity 
and is pursuing a doctorate in early modern 
European history at the Un iversity of 
California. Jason is a software engineer 
with Google. 
Caitlin Ann Grady and Will iam Russell 
May, Jr., March 24. Wi l l iam attends the 
Un iversity of Alabama-Birmingham School 
of Medicine. 
Grace Livingston and Jay McKnight, 
September 23, 2006. They live in 
Woodberry Forest, Va., where Jay works 
as an admissions counselor at Woodberry 
Forest School. 
Ashley Stewart and Matthew Smith, 
May 1 9, Columbia, S .C .  She is pursuing 
a master's degree in  integrated mass 
communication at the University of South 
Carolina. 
06 
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Kate Atwood is pursuing a degree at Ross 
University School of Veterinary Medicine 
in  St. Kitts, West Indies. 
Michael Giovannini  attends Wake Forest 
Un iversity School of Law. 
Locke Design has h i red Chesley Adams 
Tench as sales and marketing director. 
The company has offices in Greenville 
and Anderson, S.C . 
MARRIAGES: Megan Kendall and John 
G resham, March 1 0 . Megan attends the 
University of South Carolina School of Law. 
Tiffanie White and Benjamin Aiken, 
May 1 8, 2006. Tiffanie is a phlebotomist 
at Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center 
in Davenport, Iowa. 
DEATHS 
Mabel Dorn Reeder '29, April 2, Atlanta. 
An avid gardener, she did graduate work 
at Columbia U niversity and taught school 
in Edgefield, S .C. ,  before moving to Atlanta. 
James Patrick Boynton, Sr. '32, June 4, 
Greenville. He and his wife, Ol ive, operated 
Boynton's Day N u rsery and Kindergarten. 
He served in the U.S. Army Air Corps 
during World War II. A faithful Furman 
footba l l  fan, he did not miss a home 
game for 44 years. 
Mark Jackson, Jr. '34, March 1 6, Taylors, 
S .C .  He was retired after 44 years with 
Swift and Company. 
Floride Roe Hawkins Carpenter '35, 
May 26, Greenwood, S.C. She was 
a society editor for the Greenwood Index­
Journal and the author of two books, 
The Adventures of Sugar Bowl and 
A Century of Summers. She was a trained 
public speaker and was active in  civic 
and community affairs. 
E.V. McCord '37, Apri l  24, Woodruff, S .C .  
He was a retired dentist and served in  
the U.S .  Navy as an aviator during World 
War I I .  
Margaret Helen Spencer '37, March 24, 
C l inton, S .C .  She was retired from First 
National Bank of Greenville. 
Martha Will is Gray Beaudrot '38, March 
27, G reenwood, S.C . 
Eugenia Vashti Burns '39 (M.A.  '64), 
February 1 0, Laurens, S .C .  She was retired 
from the South Carolina school system, 
having taught in Laurens and Hartsvil le 
counties and at Coker College. 
Jul ius French Haley '39, April 7, and 
Cain Calmes Haley '40, April 8, Columbia, 
S.C. Ca in Haley was active in civic affairs 
and served on several community boards, 
including the YWCA and League of 
Women Voters. After serving in World 
War II, J ulius Haley operated the J .C .  Haley 
Furniture Company in  G reenville before 
entering St. Luke's Seminary in Tennessee. 
He was ordained as an Episcopal min ister 
in  1 962 and moved to Columbia where 
he served churches for more than 16 years. 
He was secretary of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Upper South Carolina, and from 1 994 
to 1 996 was registrar for the Diocese of 
Upper South. He was also on the boards 
of Porter-Gaud and Heathwood Hall  
schools. 
Elizabeth Bruce Bridges '40, March 24, 
Montgomery, Ala . 
Christine Benfield Covington '40, March 
20, Bennettsville, S .C .  A standout tennis 
player, she was instrumental in organizing 
Furman's fi rst women's tennis team.  At 
one time she was the No. 1 ranked woman 
tennis player in  her age group in  South 
Carolina and was highly ranked in the 
South. In 1 994, in  recognition of her 
ach ievements on the court, she was voted 
into the South Carolina Tennis Hall of 
Fame and Furman's Athletic Hal l  of Fame. 
Caroline Rush McPherson '40, January 
1 9, West Columbia, S .C .  
Ritchie Stimpson '40, April 8, Garland, 
Texas. After college, he entered the Army 
Air Corps as a flying cadet and served 
in the U .S .  Air Force for 30 years. After 
mi l itary service he bu i lt custom homes 
for 10 years before pursuing studies at 
Perkins Theological Seminary in Dal las. 
He authored a book titled Is It True? 
and was l isted in Who's Who in the World. 
Thomas Edwin Christenberry, Jr. '41 ,  
June 5 ,  Talladega, Ala. H e  entered the U .S .  
Army Ai r  Corps in  1 941 , was commissioned 
an officer in 1 942 and served as a flight 
instructor for the duration of World War I I .  
He later joined t h e  U .S .  Army Active 
Reserves, from which he retired in 1 968. 
He worked in the texti le industry for 25 
years in G reenvil le and in Talladega before 
becoming an assistant vice president at 
F i rst National Bank of Talladega, from 
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RONALD HYATT, 1 933-2007 
Ronald Hyatt '56, longtime professor, admin istrator and faculty marshal 
at the Un iversity of North Carolina, died June 13 in Chapel Hil l after an 
extended battle with cancer. He was 73. 
Readers of Furman magazine wil l  recall Hyatt's memoir in the Fall 2006 
issue titled "The Measure of a Man."  The story described the influence and 
legacy of Hyatt's mentor, Hubert " Red" Dobson, a much admired teacher 
and intramurals d irector at Furman in  the 1 940s and '50s. 
Known to his Furman classmates as " Hunkie," 
Hyatt followed in  Dobson's footsteps, working 
as an intramural sports d i rector and coach in publ ic 
schools and colleges in  the Carol inas before going 
to UNC in  1 966 as d i rector of intramural sports 
and assistant professor of physical education. 
He became a fu l l  professor in the Department 
of Exercise and Sports Science and an international figu re in  intramural sports. 
" Ron always called people 'champ.'  But the truth is, he was our champ," 
said UNC chancellor James Moeser. "He was as devoted a teacher, f r iend 
and champion of th is un iversity as you wil l  f ind, and we wil l  miss h im ."  
Hyatt served as the  d i rector of  the  Program for  Publ ic Policy in  Sport 
at UNC and wrote a textbook, The Organization and Administration of 
Intramural Sports. In 2000 the school presented h im the C. Knox Massey 
Distingu ished Service Awa rd . 
A retired colonel in the N .C .  National Guard, Hyatt received many honors 
for service to UNC and to his profession.  Among them were the Priceless Gym 
Award from the U N C  athletic department, the National Honor Award from 
the N .C .  Al l iance of Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, and 
the state of North Carolina's h ighest honor, the Order of the Long-Leaf P ine.  
The l ibra ry in UNC's Woollen Gymnasium is named in  Hyatt's honor, 
as is a scholarship in the Department of Exercise and Sport Science. 
Read a profile of Ron Hyatt from the Summer 2006 issue of Furman 
at www.furman .edu/fumag. 
which he retired in 1 985. He was active 
in the Rotary Club, where he was a Paul 
Harris Fel low, and was treasurer of the 
Ta lladega Airport Board for more than 
20 years. 
Popie Helen Coleman Harps '41, May 1 6, 
Chappells, S .C .  
Anne Cul lum Crocker '42, May 7,  North 
Chelmsford, Mass. She served in the U.S .  
Navy dur ing World War I I  and was a vice 
president and branch manager with Un ion 
National Bank prior to her retirement. She 
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was active with such organizations as Gir l  
Scouts and the Norway Publ ic Library. 
Hazel Pittman Hal l  '42 (M.A .  '50), June 3, 
Travelers Rest, S .C .  She was a highly 
respected educator i n  Greenvi l le County 
for 54 years, serving as a teacher, counselor 
and principa l .  She taught in Veterans 
Affairs programs, was an educational 
consultant in the Southeast Region of the 
Un ited States and formu lated the Adult 
Education Program at Greenville Techn ical 
College. She eventual ly became vice 
president for student affairs at Greenvi l le 
Tech and held that position unti l  she retired 
in 1 986. She was named to Who's Who 
in the South and Southeast, Who's Who 
in American Education, Who's Who of 
International intellectuals and the National 
Register of Prominent Americans. She 
received the Distinguished Alumnus Award 
from Wingate College and the Order of 
the Pa lmetto, the h ighest civi l ian award 
presented by the state of South Carol ina .  
Sarah Smith McCall '42, Apri l 1 8, 
Asheville, N .C .  
Joel Towers Rice '43, March 1 1 ,  Belton, 
S C. He was the founder of Blair M i l ls 
Sales, Inc., and Texti le Industries, Inc.  
He served in the U.S.  Marine Corps 
during World War I I .  
Ruth Rock Hine '44, March 9 ,  Brunswick, 
Ga. She was a community volunteer and 
worked at Ink Thread Sports on St. Simons 
Island, Ga., unti l  her retirement at age 82.  
Fred J .  Parks, J r. '44, February 1 2 ,  
Greenvil le. He was a U .S .  Marine Corps 
veteran, having served in World War I I  and 
the Korean Conflict. He was later employed 
with J . P. Stevens & Co. for more than 
40 years. 
Mildred Carr Chapman '46, June 4, 
Greenville. She was a retired school 
teacher. 
Jacquelyn McKenzie Rai nwater '46, 
March 1 2 ,  Bennettsville, S .C .  She was 
a member of the South Caro l ina and 
Marlboro County Bar associations. She 
also managed her father's furniture store, 
was a history teacher in Marlboro County, 
was treasurer of the Marlboro Historical 
Society and co-authored a book titled 
Cemetery Records of Marlboro County. 
She was a member of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and was president 
of both the Palmetto Book C lub and the 
Bennettsvi l le Garden C lub, which honored 
her with a life membership. 
Paul Hayes '47, May 4, Fairview, N .C .  
He was a reti red Baptist min ister, having 
served for 62 years at South Carol ina 
churches in Anderson, Oconee, Pickens 
and Spartanburg counties. 
Paul Runion Hudson, Jr. '47 (M.A '48), 
May 8, Easley, S .C .  He was a Baptist 
m inister for 25 years, during which he 
served a number of churches in Alabama 
and South Carol ina. He also taught school 
for several years and served in the U .S .  
Army dur ing  World War I I .  
Eloise Alford Wright '47, January 1 ,  
Pinellas Park, F l a .  S h e  was admin istrative 
assistant for Georgia Press Manufactur ing 
in Atlanta. 
Robert Dewey Butler, Sr. '48, May 28, 
Travelers Rest, S .C .  He retired from McRey 
Distributors in Spartanburg, S .C .  
Nell Maxine Brown DeWease '48, 
Apri l 1 2 ,  Anderson, S .C .  
Wil l iam J .  "Pete" Page '48, February 1 5, 
Anderson, S .C .  H is commitment to publ ic  
service was evident in his 27 years with 
the U .S .  Publ ic Health Service and the 
Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare. He chaired the Florida State 
Commission on Chi ld Support and was 
secretary of the Florida Department of 
Health and Rehabil itative Services. He 
helped establish the Washington Center 
for Publ ic Affairs at the Un iversity of 
Southern California in the mid-1 970s, 
and from 1 980 to 1 989 he was professor 
of publ ic admin istration and social work 
at Florida State University, where he retired 
with emeritus status. He received the 
Career Service Award from the National 
Civil Service League in  1 970 for his efforts 
to bring food and services to impoverished 
regions of Appalachia, and in 1 998 he was 
presented the President's Award by the 
NAACP in Atlanta for his efforts dur ing 
the civ i l  r ights movement. A U .S .  Navy 
veteran, he received an honorary Doctor 
of Laws degree from Bethune-Cookman 
College in 1967. 
M i lton Dean "Chico" Bolin '49, May 3 1 ,  
Travelers Rest, S .C .  H e  was a U .S .  Marine 
Corps veteran of World War I I  and was 
wounded at lwo Jima in 1 945. He went on 
to become footba l l  coach at Travelers Rest 
High School, where he won 1 52 games 
over 21 years. The school's football 
stadium bears h is name, and he was 
inducted into the South Carolina Coaches 
Hall of Fame. He later served as athletic 
director and admin istrator at Travelers 
Rest until reti r ing in  1 987, after which 
he worked at the Furman golf course 
as a ranger. 
George Oliver Compton '49, May 4, 
lrmo, S .C .  Before attending Furman, he 
served i n  the U.S. Army in Africa and Italy 
during World War I I .  He went on to be 
principal of Connie Maxwell Home for 
Chi ldren, superintendent of the S.C. School 
for Boys in Florence and superintendent 
of the S .C .  School for Girls i n  Columbia. 
He retired from the State of South Carolina 
in  1 982. As a former Wing Commander 
of the state Civil Air  Patrol, he received 
numerous commendations, awards and 
recognitions. He was l isted i n  Who's Who 
in South Carolina, received the Silver 
Crescent Award and was recognized for 
his services by the state legislature. He 
was also a talented singer and a high 
school athletic official . 
Eddie Arthur Fogle, Jr. '49, March 1 1 ,  
Cordova, S .C .  H e  served South Carol ina 
Baptist churches in Bamberg County and 
Rock Hi l l  before spending the last 25  years 
of his ministry at Memorial Baptist Church 
in  St. George, S .C .  Upon retirement he 
was awarded the Order of the Palmetto, 
the highest civil ian honor a South 
Carolinian can receive. He also served 
as interim and supply pastor for numerous 
churches and for nine years was on the 
board of the Baptist Hospital. He served 
in various capacities with the South Carolina 
Baptist Convention and was a moderator 
of the York and Screven associations. 
Fred McDonald '49, May 8, Greenville. 
He served i n  the U .S .  Army Air Corps 
dur ing World War II before completing 
law school and practicing in Greenvil le 
for 46 years. He served in the S.C. House 
of Representatives, was a past chair of the 
board of the Shriners Hospital, was Potentate 
of the Hejaz Temple of the Shrine and was 
a member of the St. Andrews Society 
of Upper South Carol ina. 
J .  Wesley Snyder, Sr. '49, May 1 8, 
Simpsonvil le, S .C .  He was a U .S .  Navy 
veteran and served in the Pacific Theatre. 
His lifelong career was in  the automobile 
business. He opened Snyder's Auto Sales 
i n  G reenvil le in  1 952.  I n  1 957 he was 
appointed the dealer for Renault and 
Peugeot, and Snyder's became the fi rst 
new car dealership in Greenville devoted 
entirely to i mported cars. He came to be 
known as the " Import K ing ."  He served 
several terms as a member of the 
Mercedes-Benz National Dealer Council , 
was active with Rotary International and 
was a member of the Greenvil le Rescue 
M ission Board. 
Hugh Roger Anderson ' 50, May 29, 
Asheboro, N.C. He was an Air Force 
veteran of World War I I ,  serving as a 
bombardier and navigator on the B-29. 
He was admitted to the North Carolina 
Bar in 1 9 51 . He entered into a law 
partnership with A . l .  Ferree in Asheboro 
and was a partner in its successor firm, 
Walker, Anderson, Bell & Ogburn. From 
1 967 until h is retirement in 1 99 1 ,  he was 
a solo practitioner. He served for 30 years 
on the board of Fi rst National Bank and 
was president of the Randolph County 
and 1 9th Judicial District Bar associations. 
He was a member of the Asheboro Plan­
ning Board and Board of Adjustments 
and the board of the Asheboro Chamber 
of Commerce. He was a charter member 
of the Randolph County Center for 
Exceptional Ch i ldren. 
Mervin Arthur Brown ' 50, April 1 9, 
Columbia, S .C .  He served 27 years as 
a pastor at Southern Baptist churches 
in Kentucky and South Carolina. He was 
a U .S .  Navy veteran of World War II and 
the Korean Conflict. 
Joseph Burton Crumpton ' 50, February 
12, 2006, Seneca, S.C. He was a retired 
industrial engineer manager with JP  Stevens 
Company and was a U .S .  Air  Force veteran 
of World War I I .  
Henry Cicero Sells ' 50, May 1 2 ,  Dallas, 
N.C. He retired as supervisor of the North 
Carolina State Division of Adult Probation 
and Parole. He was an ordained Southern 
Baptist minister, a high school instructor 
of textiles, an instructor at the Justice 
Academy in Salemburg and a hospital 
adjunct chaplain. He received a State 
Advanced Certificate in Criminal Justice 
Education and Tra in ing Standards Com­
mission from the state of North Carolina. 
He was a member of the Gaston County 
Foster Parents Association, the Gaston 
County Law Enforcement Association 
and the Retired Government Employee 
Associat ion. 
Geraldine Cole Bowen ' 5 1 ,  March 1 6, 
Taylors, S .C .  She co-owned the Vi l lage 
F lor ist in Taylors and was wel l  known for 
her floral designs. 
Fred Allen Duckett ' 5 1 ,  Apri l 28, S i ler  
City, N .C .  He was employed by Beacon 
Manufactur ing Company before seeing 
service with the Army Air Corps. He 
entered the Christian ministry in 1 948 
and was ordained in 1 949. He served 
pastorates in the Carolinas, Texas and 
Virginia before becoming a chaplain 
at the Veterans Admin istration Medical 
Center i n  Martinsburg, W.Va. 
Joe Robert Hooper ' 5 1 ,  March 24, 
Greenvil le. He served in the U .S .  Army 
and worked in reta i l  credit for several years 
before entering law school. He was an 
assistant city attorney for Greenville and 
practiced privately before becoming 
a federal judge with the U.S. Government 
Social Security Admin istration. He held 
this position for 36 years, 1 0  of them 
as chief judge. He was a member of the 
South Carolina Trial Lawyers Association 
and the South Carolina, Greenville County 
and American Bar associations. 
James Luther Pruitt ' 5 1 ,  March 1 6, 
Anderson, S .C .  He was an Army veteran 
and was retired from the U .S .  Postal 
Service. He had been a funeral d i rector 
with Pruitt Funeral Home for many years. 
Florence Evans McKenzie Richardson 
' 5 1 , Apri l 1 1 ,  S impsonville, S .C.  
Arthur Glover ' 52 ,  October 8, Columbus, 
Ky. He was d i rector of Bartholomew 
County Un ited Way for 1 5  years and also 
served as d i rector of the U nited Way in 
Marion County and in Ravenna, Ohio.  
He worked with Easter Seals and had 
been a radio disc jockey in West Virg in ia .  
He served i n  the U .S .  Army dur ing World 
War I I .  
Robert Frank Donaldson, Jr. ' 53 ,  March 
1 1 ,  Ta l lahassee, F la. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran and was retired as president of 
Capital Home Bu i lders Inc.  
Eleanor Haul brook DeFoor ' 56, May 2, 
York, S.C. She taught h igh school Engl ish 
and Spanish in Ind iana, Kentucky and 
South Carol ina .  She had been a member 
of the American Association of U niversity 
Women and was active in the National 
Education Association. 
El izabeth "Nelle" Rivers Hil l  ' 56, March 
28, St. Simons Is land, Ga.  She was a home 
interior designer and consultant and was 
owner of the Is land Book Shelf. 
Larry Marcus Seay ' 56, March 9, 
Gastonia, N.C. After service i n  the U .S .  
Army Intelligence Division, he was employed 
as vice president of market development 
for American & Efird Co. i n  Mount Hol ly, 
N .C . ,  for more than 30 years. 
Riley Norris Huckaby ' 58, June 5, 
Lexington, S .C.  He was a graduate 
of Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and his work as a Baptist 
minister took him to churches in North 
and South Carolina. Later in his l ife he 
served many churches as interim pastor 
in the Columbia, S .C . ,  area. He was 
a Marine Corps veteran of World War I I  
a n d  an Army veteran, a n d  he served 
as a Navy chaplain in Vietnam .  
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C R E D IT WHERE IT'S DUE 
Because o f  a production g l itch, the spring 
issue of Furman fai led to g ive proper 
credit for these photos from the Relay 
for Life event held on campus in  
M a rch.  The photographer  was 
H eather C i r inc ione '07, a Spanish 
major from St. James, N .Y., who 
was a valued student contributor 
to FU net, Furman's on-campus Web page. 
Bobby Crocker '59, March 1 4, Union, S.C. 
He was a retired Baptist m inister, having 
served churches in the South Carolina cities 
of Spartanburg, Gaffney, G reer and Union. 
Ora Carole Harter Marjenhoff '59, 
March 28, Bonneau, S .C .  Tra ined in 
multi-handicapped education and behavior 
d isorders, she taught school for many years 
in South Carolina and Georgia. She retired 
from teaching and began a career as 
an advocate, counselor and advisor for 
mentally and physically challenged clients. 
She volunteered with the Berkeley County 
(S .C.)  Disabil ities Board and with the 
Kennedy Center for Prevention of Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse. 
James Douglas Mauldin '59, Apri1 4, 
Seneca, S .C .  He was an award-winning 
photographer and journalist with The 
Greenville News, The State and the 
Associated Press, among others, and 
was a contributor to the History of Seneca 
by Louise Bell .  He served with the U .S .  
Army i n  the South Pacific. 
Joseph Harry Creamer '60, May 1 8, 
Taylors, S .C.  He served as min ister of music 
at a number of churches in Upstate South 
Carolina and in  Hampton, Va. During his 
career, he was affiliated with the Anderson 
(S.C.) College Quartet, Civic Choral Group 
of Anderson, the Furman Concert Choir 
and the Singing Churchmen of South 
38 FURMAN J SUMMER 2007 
Carolina. He led numerous revivals and 
was a member of Gideon's International. 
Kay Easterly Howard '61 , Apri l 4, 
Spartanburg, S .C .  She worked with her 
husband in his medical practice in Spring­
field, Ky., for 19 years before moving to 
Spartanburg, where she was employed for 
eight years with Professional Rehabi l itation. 
Jerry Jones ' 6 1 ,  October 1 7, Sumter, S .C.  
He served as min ister of music at South 
Carolina Baptist churches in  Inman and 
Florence, and he was associate minister 
and min ister of music at First Baptist 
Church of Sumter for 20 years. He was 
the Protestant music coord inator at the 
Shaw Air Force Base chapels in Sumter 
for 17 years. He was a ranger in the 
U.S. Army. 
James Madison Rai nwater, J r. ' 6 1 ,  
March 30 ,  Florence, S .C .  Co-owner of 
Rainwater's Furniture and Interiors, he 
was a founding member and president 
of the Pee Dee Speech and Hearing Center, 
a member of the board of Un ited Way, past 
president of the Greater Florence Chamber 
of Commerce, and a founding board 
member of Home Federal Savings and 
Loan (now Wachovia). He also served on 
the boards of the Florence Museum and 
of Coker College. He was a past president 
of the Florence Furniture Dealers Associa­
tion and participated in the Florence 
Harmony Chorus and the local chapter 
of the National Barbershop Singers of 
America. He was active in the Florence 
Little Theatre and was a former member 
of the S .C.  National Guard and U.S. Army 
Reserve. 
Louise Barnhill Smoak '61 , April 1 4, 
Greenville. 
Nan Louise Holl iday Barmore, M.A. '63, 
April 1 8, Greenwood, S.C. She taught in 
Abbeville and Anderson (S .C.)  counties 
and was an associate professor of English 
at Erskine College. As a teacher of 
chi ldren's literature, she and her class 
produced the annual Ch i ldren's Fair, 
an Erskine tradition. She was a charter 
member of the Abbevil le County Visitors' 
Counci l ,  serving as its first secretary, and 
was appointed a charter member of the 
Abbeville County Preservation Commission. 
Carroll Harrison Hartley '63, May 1 5, 
Atlanta. He had a 43-year career in the 
insurance industry, the majority of which 
he spent as an independent appraiser. 
He spent the past 1 0  years with AIG 
as the Southeast Region Re-lnspector 
in personal l ines claims. 
Estelle Wardlaw Plowden, M.A. '72, 
May 27, Greenvi l le. She taught in  ele­
mentary schools in Greenville County 
until 1 989, when she retired. She was 
Teacher of the Year at Duncan Chapel 
Elementary in 1 979. 
Richard Sloan Orr '74, May 2 ,  Greenvil le. 
He was employed by Shealy Truck Center. 
Alan Ray Ball '77, March 8, Hayesville, 
N .C .  A graduate of the Emory Un iversity 
Physician Assistant Program and a grad­
uate, with honors, of the University of 
Southern California Emergency Medicine/ 
Trauma for Physician Assistants program, 
he owned and operated the Mountain 
View Family Care C l inic in Hayesville. He 
was an accomplished photographer and 
avid sportsman. 
Samuel Mark Sherman '80, February 1 ,  
G reenville. H e  was employed with Sherwin 
Williams Paint Company. 
Kelly Alexander Johnson '86, Apri l 1 9, 
Greer, S .C.  She taught 4-year-old kinder­
garten at St. Giles Presbyterian Church 
Pre-School .  
Matthew Edward Magee '86, April 27, 
Cary, N .C .  
David Ashburn '93, June  4, Dexter, 
Mich. He was a fellow in cardiothoracic 
surgery at the University of Michigan. 
He was on a medical transport plane 
that crashed in Lake Michigan, ki l l ing al l 
six people aboard. A graduate of Quil len 
College of Medicine at East Tennessee 
State University, he completed his intern­
ship and residency in general surgery at 
Wake Forest Un iversity. He later completed 
a congenital heart surgery fellowship at 
the University of Toronto and served as 
chief resident at Wake Forest's Bowman 
Gray campus in 2004-05. A memorial 
fund for his wife, Candice, and three 
children has been established at National 
City Bank, 8 123  Main St., Dexter, Mich. ,  
48130.  Checks should be made payable to 
Candice Ashburn. 
Jordan Robert Mann '07, May 26, Prair ie 
Vi l lage, Kan. After a short time at Furman, 
where he played soccer, he transferred 
to Southern Methodist Un iversity and 
played in the collegiate Final Four in 2005. 
He was also a talented artist. 
Marjorie Constance Suhs Brewer, 
Apri l 28.  She taught at Furman as an 
adjunct professor of music for more than 
30 years. She also taught at Wesleyan 
College in Macon, Ga., The College 
of Wooster in Oh io, and the Un iversity 
of Arkansas. She was the wife of Charles 
Brewer of the Furman psychology 
department. 
C H I LDSPR I N G  I NTERNATI O N AL: A B EACO N OF H E LP A N D  HOPE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Ch ristina Jenkins  Porter never thought she was 
cut out for humanitarian work. 
During her student days at Furman, the now 
41 -year-old Atlanta resident didn't l i ke her experience 
with Collegiate Educational Service Corps, helping 
ch i ldren at the Shriners Hospital in Greenville. She 
recalls that it seemed presumptuous and arrogant 
to th ink that she, in perfect health, had anyth ing 
i n  the way of help to offer an extremely i l l  chi ld .  
Conversational ly fluent i n  French and German 
and armed with a political science degree, Porter 
graduated in 1 987 and pictured becoming a globe­
trotting d iplomat or a Fortune 500 executive. 
For more than 1 0  years, she lived in the corporate 
world. She worked for a stock brokerage, an environ­
mental consult ing firm and Mapics, a publ icly traded 
software maker. She learned how to handle everything 
from managing customer service to writing software 
code, from handl ing payrol l  to facil it ies management. 
I t  was a l l  j ust setting her up for what was in store. 
Her last job in the for-profit world, with NetVendor, 
was a victim of the dot-com crash in 2000. As a stop­
gap measure whi le looking for another job, Porter set 
up camp at First Presbyterian Church in Atlanta to help 
former Presbyterian Church (USA) moderator Fahed 
Abu-Akel .  Another volunteer at the church, Rose Emi ly 
Bermudez, noticed Porter's knack for office-based 
problem solving .  Bermudez was bui ld ing her own 
missionary project, called Ch i ldspring International, 
to br ing sick chi ldren from poverty-stricken countries 
to the Un ited States for medical care. She asked Porter 
to work for her, and Porter agreed - on the condition 
that she'd do it for only six months. 
That was five years ago. Ch i ldspring International's 
noble cause drew her i n .  
C h i ldspring h a s  brought hundreds o f  chi ldren with 
profound medical needs to the States for treatment. 
Its best known client was 3 -month-old Noor 
ai-Zahra, who became the subject of around-the­
clock media attention and earned the n ickname 
" Baby Noor" when she came to Atlanta from Iraq 
i n  early 2006 to be treated for spina bif ida. 
Ch i ldspring is funded by individual donors and 
the Presbyterian Church (USA). It relies heavily on 
volunteer fami l ies to host ch i ldren vis it ing the States 
for medical treatment. 
Not only did Porter never picture herself working 
for a charitable organization, but Ch i ldspring's m ission 
couldn't be further from what she thought she found 
interesting .  Before she started with C h i ldspring, she 
says, she d idn't  much care for  doctors and didn't th ink 
she would l i ke working with chi ldren. 
Now she can "spew out" medical terminology and 
health care industry jargon as if she's been doing i t  for 
ages, says Rebecca L. Sigmund, a 1 980 Furman graduate 
who serves on C h ildspring's board of d irectors. 
"Christina also has a strong stomach," says 
Sigmund, a partner in Powell Goldstein, an Atlanta 
law f irm. 
It 's  not uncommon, Porter says, for her to be i n  
a chi ld's hospital room when a doctor or n u rse is per­
forming a procedure that would make most people 
queasy. Dur ing one visit, Porter was on hand to watch 
a nurse pul l  a long tube out of a chi ld's skul l .  
Childspring's clients, most of 
whom are from Africa, Asia and 
Lat in America, are afflicted with 
severe injuries or d iseases -
eye cancer, large facial tumors, 
deformities, severe burns. Many 
of the chi ldren can't get 
treatment where they 
live and are running out 
of options. 
"We're usual ly 
a fami ly's last 
resort," Porter 
says. "There are 
many countries 
that don't 
Christina Porter with Bibi, a child from 
Tanzania who as an infant lost the lower 
part of her arm in a fire. With Childspring's 
help, and after several surgeries requiring 
skin grafts and tissue expanders, Bibi 
happily displays her new prosthetic arm 
(below). Photos courtesy Christina Porter. 
have basic, much less modern, medical facil ities, 
equipment, or trained medical professionals." 
Porter's title at C h i ldspring is USA Director, but 
her duties are wide-ranging, and she relies on her back­
ground working for nascent-stage businesses to help 
her resolve problems. Among other d uties, she serves 
as C h i ldspring's media spokeswoman; arranges with 
f l ight attendants to have their a i r l ines swap comp seats 
for a chi ld; f inds host fami l ies in cities l ike Boise, Idaho, 
where she doesn't know anyone; spends the n ight 
in the hospital with a ch i ld; hosts chi ldren in her own 
home; and counsels fami lies and ch i ldren who are 
going through extreme emotional turmoi l .  
"With Christina, it 's not just about holding the 
hands of the host famil ies, but coord inating whatever 
comes up emotionally with the fami l ies and with the 
chi ldren," S igmund says. 
Although Porter sti l l  would love a job that calls 
for her to rack up frequent-flyer m i les travel ing the 
globe to meet with corporate clients, Chi ldspring has 
helped satisfy her urge to travel by giving her plenty of 
exposure to world cultures . A partial l ist of countries 
where chi ldren she's helped live reads l i ke the Un ited 
Nations: Afghanistan, Iraq, Hait i ,  Ivory Coast, Tanzania, 
Paraguay, Moldova, Honduras, Ethiop ia, Colombia. 
" It's been a great way to share cultures, food and 
language without having to leave your home ! "  she says. 
- AN DY PETERS '92 
The author is a reporter for the Fulton County (Ga.) 
Daily Report. To learn more about Chi!dspring 
International, visit the Web at www.childspringintl.org. 
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